
 

Lesson summary 
French A1 Lesson 8 

 
Here is a summary of lesson 8 for you to download and keep for your own records. Use it 
to remind yourself of the vocabulary and grammar you have learnt during the online 
study sessions and have it at hand during your live conversation practice session. 
 

Vocabulary 
 

French English 

Tu viens d'où ? Where are you from? (informal) 

Vous êtes d'où ? Where are you from (formal) 

un pays a country 

une nationalité a nationality 

la France France 

le Portugal Portugal 

l'Espagne Spain 

le Sénégal Senegal 

la Russie Russia 

le République Démocratique du Congo The Republic of Congo 

la Chine China 

la Suisse Switzerland 

le Japon Japan 

Français / e French 

Chinois / e Chinese 

Sénegalais / e Senegalese 

Portugais / e Portuguese 

Espagnol /e Spanish 

Japonais / e Japanese 

Russe Russian 

Suisse Swiss 

Congolais / e Congolese 
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French English 

les langues languages 

le francais French 

l'anglais English 

le portugais Portuguese 

l'arabe Arabic 

le chinois Chinese 

l'espagnol Spanish 

l'allemand German 

l'italien Italian 

le japonais Japanese 

le russe Russian 
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Dialogue 

 
Two new colleagues are talking about where they are from. 
 
Fatou: Amélie, vous venez d’où ? (Amelie, where are you from?) 
 
Amélie: Je viens de Suisse, ma famille habite à Genève. Et vous ? (I come from Switzerland, my 
family lives in Geneva. And you?) 
 
Fatou: Trop bien, j’adore la Suisse, c’est un beau pays. Je suis sénégalaise , je viens de Dakar mais 
mes parents sont originaires de la République Démocratique du Congo. (Ah cool, I love 
Switzerland, it’s a beautiful country. I’m Senegalese, I come from Dakar but my parents 
are from the Republic of Congo.) 
 
Amélie: Très intéressant, j’aime bien rencontrer des gens d’autres pays francophones. (So 
interesting, I really like meeting people from other parts of the French-speaking world!) 
 
Fatou: Moi aussi, j’aime bien votre accent ! (Me too, I love your accent!) 
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Culture: La Francophonie 
 
What is La Francophonie? 
 
La Francophonie is the French-speaking world. Anyone who lives in a French-speaking 
country or speaks French is considered part of the Francophonie. 
 
There are more French-speaking countries in the world than most people think.  
 
The OIF (Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie) is an official organisation 
comprising 57 official member states whose main language is French. The organisation 
is designed to unite French-speaking countries and cultures and share knowledge and 
culture.  The OIF also puts on the Jeux de la Francophonie which is similar to the 
Commonwealth games, where Francophone countries compete in various sports. 
 
France still governs lots of countries outside Europe. These are referred to in French as 
DOM-TOMs (Départements et Territoires d’outre-mer). These include Guadeloupe in the 
Caribbean, Reunion Island in the Indian Ocean, French Guiana in South America and 
French Polynesia in the Pacific Ocean. 
 
A large part of Canada is French-speaking. The region of Quebec (a former French colony) 
has French as its official language and French culture is very prominent there.  
 
In Africa, over 100 million people speak French across 31 different countries. These 
include countries in North Africa such as Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia and West Africa in 
countries like Senegal, Mali, French Guinea, the Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso, Benin, Niger 
and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
 
In Europe, apart from in France, French is spoken in the South of Belgium and in parts of 
Switzerland. 
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Grammar 
 
Grammar: Present tense with irregular verbs: venir 
 
As we know, irregular verbs are verbs that don't follow a regular verb pattern and ‘venir' is 
a common irregular verb that we will use a lot.  
 
Meaning: 
On its own, it means 'to come'. 
Mon père vient aujourd'hui. 
My father is coming today. 
 
Variation: 
If we add the preposition 'de' to form 'venir de', it means 'to come from'. 
Je viens de France. 
I come from France. 
 
 

How do we conjugate the verb venir? 
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Grammar: Figuring out a noun’s gender 
 
As we have learned, every noun in French has a gender - it is either masculine or 
feminine. This determines whether we use masculine or feminine forms of other words 
we use with nouns, such as adjectives and articles. But how can we tell which gender it 
is? 
 
First, if the noun is accompanied by an article, we can see what gender it is. 
 
La / une - feminine 
La mère 
 
Le / un - masculine 
Le père 
 
When learning new nouns, we recommend you memorise the article as well as the word to 
help remember its gender. 
 
But, if we didn't know the article, there are a few patterns that can help us figure out the 
noun's gender. 
 

Categories 
Even though there are many exceptions, here are categories of words that are commonly 
masculine or feminine. 
 
Masculine categories: 
 
The calendar 
-days of the week (le lundi) 
-months (le mois de janvier) 
-seasons (l'hiver) 
-dates (le premier janvier) 
 
Countries 
-all countries that don't end in -e 
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(except le Belize, le Cambodge, le Mexique, le Mozambique, le Zimbabwe). 
 
 
Languages 
-all languages are masculine (le français) 
 
 
Feminine categories: 
 
Geography 
-All continents are feminine (l'Asie) 
-Nearly all countries ending in -e are feminine (la France) 
 
Academia 
-Nearly all academic and scientific subjects are feminine (la science) except law (le droit) 
and specific languages. 
 
 

Noun Endings 

We can also find patterns in noun genders by looking at the word’s ending. However, there 
are many exceptions. 
 
Feminine endings: 
-aison (la maison) 
-tion (la nutrition) 
-sion (la décision) 
 
Many nouns ending in -e are feminine (une salade). 
 
However, there are large number of exceptions that are masculine: 
-age (un message) 
-isme (le tourisme) 
Common exceptions: une image, une page. 
 
Masculine endings: 
Many nouns that end in a consonant are masculine: 
-c (le lac) 
-d (le pied) 
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-l (le travail) 
-t (le chocolat) 
Although there are common exceptions such as la nuit. 
 
-é (le café) 
-eau (le réseau) 
-eur (l'ordinateur) 
Common exceptions: l'eau, la couleur, la peur are feminine. 
 
-i (un emploi) 
Common exceptions: la loi. 
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