
 

Lesson summary 
French A1 Lesson 7 

 
Here is a summary of lesson 7 for you to download and keep for your own records. Use it 
to remind yourself of the vocabulary and grammar you have learnt during the online 
study sessions and have it at hand during your live conversation practice session. 
 
 

Vocabulary 
 

French English 

le bureau the office 

la cuisine the kitchen 

la salle de réunion the meeting room 

le couloir the corridor 

le foyer the foyer 

les toilettes the toilets 

la cafétéria the cafe 

les escaliers the stairs 

l'ascenseur the lift 

la réception the reception 

 
 

French English 

l'imprimante printer 

la chaise chair 

la photocopieuse photocopier 

le téléphone phone 

le dossier folder 

le placard cupboard 

la plante plant 

la bouilloire kettle 

la cafetiere coffee machine 

le tiroir drawers 
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Culture 

 
Workplace etiquette 
In general the French workplace is quite formal and conservative. This means that 
meetings are usually arranged well in advance and appointments are usually made for all 
business matters. 
 
Meetings 
Meetings in a French office are usually made with a clear purpose and agenda. There is 
usually a level of respect for the more senior managers present. 
 
Usually, at a meeting we use the formal addresses Madame and Monsieur and we 
introduce someone using their full name. 
 
It is considered rude to be late to a scheduled appointment, although some companies 
will compensate for 10 mins lateness. 
 
Greetings 
Business partners and colleagues who don't know each other would usually shake hands, 
with a kiss on the cheek (la bise)  for longer-term colleagues, or colleagues who are more 
friendly. 
 
The working day 
In general, there is a strong 'work hard' ethos in France. A typical work day is from 
9am-6pm. Lunch breaks can last for up to 2 hours. 
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Grammar 
 
Grammar: Definite and indefinite articles 
 
What are definite articles? 
 
Definite articles: the 
 
le - masculine singular 
le travail 
 
la - feminine singular 
la voiture 
 
l' - masculine / feminine singular when the noun begins with a vowel or h muet* 
L'eau 
 
*Nouns that begin with h but it is not pronounced and so sound as if they begin with a 
vowel. 
 
les - masculine / feminine plural 
les livres 
 
 

Uses of the definite article: 
 
The definite article (the) is used to refer to a specific noun. 
Le livre que je lis. 
= we are referring to one specific, identifiable book. 
 
It is also used to refer to a noun when speaking in general terms. 
J'aime le chocolat. 
= we are referring to chocolate in general rather than a specific bar of chocolate. 
 
However, there are some differences between French and English when it comes to the 
definite article. 
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Use of definite article with names of countries, regions, towns: 
La France est un beau pays. 
 
Use of definite article with names of languages: 
J'apprends le français*. 
 
*Remember that we also do not write languages with capital letters in French. 
 
Use of definite article with titles prefaced by Madame or Monsieur: 
Monsieur le Président 
 
 

What is an indefinite article? 
Indefinite articles: a / some 
 
un - masculine singular 
un ordinateur 
 
une - feminine singular 
une table 
 
des - plural (both masculine and feminine) 
des fruits 
 
 
Uses of indefinite articles 
 
The indefinite article (a/some) is used to refer to an unspecified noun. 
j'achète un livre / j'achète des livres 
= we don't know which book, or books, in particular. 
 
IMPORTANT: Although it can be translated as 'a' or 'some' in English, the French use 'des' to 
refer to an unspecified quantity of something, when in English this would usually be 
omitted. In French it is obligatory: 
Tu me poses des questions difficiles. -> You ask me difficult questions. 
Il me donne des fleurs. -> He gives me flowers. 
 
When used before a plural noun that has an adjective in front of it, 'des' becomes 'de': 
They are good teachers. -> Ce sont de bons professeurs. 
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These are beautiful flowers -> Ce sont de belles fleurs 
 
In French we also don't use the indefinite article in front of professions: 
I am a doctor. -> Je suis médecin. 
She is studying to be a lawyer. -> Elle étudie pour être avocat. 
 
Although we will look at the negative in detail further on in the course, it is important to 
note that the indefinite article 'des' changes to 'de' when used in a negative construction: 
J'ai une clé. -> Je n'ai pas de clé. 
Je veux des bonbons. -> Je ne veux pas de bonbons. 
 
We can recognise the negative construction with the words 'ne...pas' used with the verb." 

 
 
 

Grammar: The structure ‘il y a’ 
 
‘Il y a' is one of the most important expressions to learn in French and you will hear it a lot.  
 
It means 'there is' or 'there are', depending on if the noun that follows is singular or plural. 
 
*Note that the expression differs from 'c'est' (it/this is) and 'ce sont' (these are) 
 
If we break it down, 'il y a' is made up of three parts: 
1) il - it 
2) y - there 
3) a - to have (in the third person singular present tense) 
 
However, luckily for us, it is a set phrase that has one form in the present tense, and does 
not have to agree in gender or number with the noun that follows. So it is easier just to 
remember that it means there is/there are. 
 
 

Uses of il y a: 
 
There are three common structures to remember when using ‘il y a’: 
1) Il y a + indefinite article + noun 
Il y a un chat dans le lit. 
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2) Il y a + number + noun 
Il y a vingt personnes dans l'équipe. 
 
3) Il y a + indefinite adjective* + pronoun 
Il y a beaucoup de problèmes. 
*indefinite adjectives count nouns in a general way e.g. a lot (beaucoup), many (plusieurs). 
 
We can also add 'ne pas' to 'il y a' to form the negative and say there is not / there are not: 
Il n'y a pas = there is / are not 
Il n'y a pas de problème. 
 
*Remember the indefinite article changes to 'de' due to the negative construction. 
 
But don't worry if this is a lot of information, we will revisit negation later on. 
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