
 

Lesson summary 
French A1 Lesson 2 

 
 
 
Here is a summary of lesson 2 for you to download and keep for your own records. Use it 
to remind yourself of the vocabulary and grammar you have learnt during the online 
study sessions and have it at hand during your live conversation practice session. 
 
 

Vocabulary 
Catching up with colleagues 

 

French English 

Comment allez-vous ? How are you? 

Ça va ? Are you alright? / How are you? 

Tu vas bien ? How are you doing? 

Quoi de neuf ? What's up? 

Ça va bien, merci. I'm good thanks. 

Je vais bien. I'm good. 

Vraiment bien. Really good. 

Super bien. Great. 

Pas mal. Not bad. 

Ça va mal. Not great. 

Comme d'habitude. As usual. 

Comme ci, comme ça. So so. 

 
 

Saying goodbye 
 

French English 

Au revoir. Goodbye. 

Salut !  Bye! 

Ciao ! See you!  
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Bonne journée. Have a good day. 

Bonne soirée. Have a good evening. 

À demain. See you tomorrow. 

À plus tard. 
Note: when saying goodbye to someone we 
know well in an informal situation we often 
just say ‘à plus !’ 

See you later. 
 
 

À bientôt. See you soon. 

À tout à l'heure. See you in a bit. 

À la prochaine. 
Note: this is a more informal way of saying goodbye 
that we wouldn’t use in professional situations 
such as a job interview, for example. 

See you next time. 
 
 

 
 

Speaking over the phone 
 

French English 

Allô ? Hello? 

Qui est à l'appareil ? Who's speaking? 

Ici…  It's…  

Je ne vous comprends pas. I don't understand you. 

Je ne parle pas français. I don't speak French.  

Est-ce qu'on peut parler en anglais ? Can we speak in English? 

À qui voulez-vous parler ? Who would you like to speak to? 

Je vous mets en relation avec… (formal) I'll put you through. 

Je vous le/la passe. (informal) I’ll get him/her. 

Ne quittez pas. Hold the line. 

Veuillez patienter, s’il vous plaît. Wait there, please. 
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Dialogue 

 
Two colleagues, Elizabeth and Sandra, bump into each other in the corridor at work. 
 
Elizabeth: Salut Sandra ! 
(Hi Sandra!) 

 
Sandra: Elizabeth, ça fait longtemps ! Ça va ? 
(Elizabeth, it’s been ages! How are you?) 

 
Elizabeth: Ben, comme ci, comme ça. Et toi ? 
(Well, so so. And you?) 

 
Sandra: Pas mal, merci. Écoute, je dois filer, j’ai une réunion. 
(Not bad, thanks. Listen, I’ve got to rush off, I’ve got a meeting.) 

 
Elizabeth: D’accord, on déjeune ensemble pour se donner des nouvelles fraîches ? 
(Okay, let’s have lunch together to catch up?) 

 
Sandra: Ouais, je te vois à la cafétéria. À plus ! 
(Yeah, I’ll see you at the café. See you later!) 

 
Elizabeth: À tout à l’heure ! 
(See you in a bit!) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

         3 
 

© 2020 Chatterbox Languages Ltd. All Rights Reserved.  

TUITIONCENTRE



 

Lesson summary 
French A1 Lesson 2 

 

Grammar: Grammar: Tu or vous   
 
Now that we have looked at the subject pronouns in French, it is important to look at two 
of them in more detail. 

The subject pronouns tu and vous both mean 'you'. Despite tu being singular and vous 
being plural, we also use each one for different levels of formality in French. 

This is especially important as using the wrong form can appear rude and disrespectful. 
 
 

When do we use which? 
 
In a more formal context, we use the subject pronoun vous to mean 'you' (singular). 
 
In informal contexts, we use the subject pronoun tu to mean 'you' (singular). 
 
 
 
When to use tu: 
 
Tu is casual, informal and familiar language. 
 
We use it with people we know well and call by their first name such as: 
 
Family members 
Close friends 
Children 
Sometimes we can use it with people we have just met who are the same age or younger. 
 
 
 
When to use vous: 
 
Vous is for formal situations or for a group of people. 
 
We use it with people we don’t know such as:  
 
Strangers 
Someone you’ve already met but don’t know very well 
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Someone in a senior position at work 
Someone older than you 
In business 
In customer relationships 
 
 
If you are unsure which to use, it is best to use vous, especially within a company. 
 
If it is more appropriate to be familiar and use tu (for example with colleagues in your 
team), people will say On se dit tu ? / On se tutoie ? to switch to using tu. 
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